FIRST OVER EVEREST
for small aeroplanes, at this time of year, the principal reason
being that Balkan aerodromes are often unfit for use under
severe winter conditions. But the flyers were more than once
led to doubt the wisdom of this decision, the distant danger of
deep snow in the Balkans appearing a lesser evil than the press-
ing attentions of an eighty miles an hour contrary gale, blowing
them back to Europe like the hot breath of some desert genii,
when crossing from Sicily to Africa.
But they had started, which was all that really mattered.
They were off at last. The busy days of scheming and pre-
paration were finished, the anxious halts, interludes and dis-
appointments were over. Old Man Delay with his rodeo tricks
had thrown his last lasso, when they soared in formation
through thin clouds into glorious sunshine. Heston aerodrome
faded away as a static symbol of the past, the ground had
become as dull as a stock exchange story too often told; the
propellers had begun the throb and roar and whirl of their
ecstatic rush—the swiftest race yet known to man. For a few
moments each aeroplane seemed to its neighbour to hover and
hang almost motionless as some silver bubble over the irri-
descent mist beneath. Only the roar of the engines gave the
impression of speed and progress. In the air the infinite always
lies ahead and its symbol is die sky.
Some there are who travel for the thirst of great horizons,
and the fever called in Northern Europe the "Wanderlust,"
others take ship, or car, that they may have for companions
those many fair-faced wanderers, Change and Variety; but no
man or woman will ever have seen one-tenth of the earth's
surface, or experienced the true height and depth of wonder
unless they have taken wings and flown.
Flying can be a real love affair that gets into and occupies
the mind. It is a dramatic entertainment that stretches outwards
and inwards at the same time. In a curious tingling way it
combines the beginning and end of movement. There are
aviators, who maintain, not only that the air is the region in
which it is easiest to keep awake and watchful, but that flying
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